Dakota Robertson’s Writing Tips 


by Dakota Robertson 
@WrongsToWrite 


About Learning 

How to learn more in 4 hours than 97% of people learn in 4 weeks: 
Step 1: Grab pen and paper 

Step 2: Explain it to a 5 year old 

Step 3: Review 

Step 4: Refine 

How to learn more in 3 hours than 97% of people learn in 3 weeks: 


In 60 seconds, you’re going to have the cheat code to learn anything. 


It's the framework created by one of the smartest humans in history: A Nobel Prize-winning physicist, Richard 
Feynman. 


Let’s dive in: 
Grab pen and paper. 


Physically writing notes stimulates your brain’s hippocampus. 
This handles memory + learning. 
On paper, write down the concept you want to learn at the top. 


Explain it to a 5-year-old. 


Simplify what you learn on paper. 

Cover different aspects: 

e What is it? 

* How does it work? 

e Why is it important? 

Use simple words, draw pictures, create examples. 

If a 5-year-old couldn’t understand it, you don’t understand it. 


Review. 

After explaining it on paper, review what you wrote: 
e Where did you go blank? 

e What didn’t you understand? 

Take note, go back to the source material. 

Fill in the gaps of your understanding. 

Refine. 

With new understanding, you can start refining. 
Is there a simpler term? Write it. 

Is there a clearer picture? Draw it. 

Is there a better layout? Organize it. 

Adopt the mind of a sculptor. 


Chip away at the excess until it’s clean, solid, and simple. 


About Writing 


Learn to write. 

It's the highest ROI skill you can learn. 
e You'll think clearer 

e Communicate effectively 


e Understand yourself better 


...and it'll make you a shit ton of money. 


Writing is the #1 skill you can learn in today's digital world. 
The ad you saw today? That's writing. 

The email sent to you today? That's writing. 

This tweet you're reading now? That's writing. 


Writing is foundational for everything. 


Make writing a habit. Writing will sharpen your critical thinking skills and help you understand yourself + 
concepts better. It'll also make you a shit ton of money. 


Delete “very” from your vocabulary. 

Write below a 5th grade level. 

Write first, edit later. 

Write about the benefits, not features. 

Don’t use the word “really” when describing something. 

Use the words “you” and “your” to make your writing feel personal. 
Use active voice, avoid passive voice. 

Your writing sounds believable when you use specific numbers and language. 
Starting sentences with “there” makes your writing hard to understand. 
Write to generate ideas, edit to clarify them. 

Space out your paragraphs so they’re easier to read. 

Stop using “thing” as a descriptive word. 

Use storytelling in your writing to make it more engaging. 

Never use a complex word when a simple one will do. 

Use 80% short sentences, 20% long ones. 

Avoid words that end with “-ing.” 


Your first sentence needs to be short and compelling. 


Write every day, even if nobody reads it. 

90% of the time, you can remove the word “that” from your writing. 
Read your writing out loud to catch mistakes. 

Saying “I think...” makes your writing sound weak. 

Use contractions in your writing to make it sound conversational. 


Use a website like Power Thesaurus to find powerful words to replace boring ones. 


Word clusters weaken your writing. 
Cut phrases like: 

* “As a result...” 

* “This simply means...” 

* “It has come to our attention...” 


Less words + same message = More impact. 


Use the 1-3-1 rule to hook readers. 


Make the first and last part of your tweet/paragraph/blog easy to read. Then deliver the value in the middle. 


Quick writing tip: 

Reduce opening phrases with “I”: 
e “| have thought...” 

e “I have concluded..” 

e “| have an opinion on...” 


If you’re the author, it’s implied it’s your thoughts, conclusions, and opinions. 


Don’t be redundant. 


Hook the reader with curiosity. 
Engage the reader with storytelling. 
Sell the reader with the benefits. 


Writing tip: 

Use bullet points to engage readers. 
This will: 

e Make it easier to read 

e Simplify your message 


e Look visually appealing 


Use the shortcut Option + 8 to create them. 


Want your writing to sound powerful? Avoid overused metaphors like these: 


All walks of life 

Behind the eight ball 
Bitter end 

Calm before the storm 
Checkered career 
Chomping at the bit 
Cool as a cucumber 
Cry over spilled milk 
Fall on deaf ears 

From time immemorial 
Give the devil his due 
Hook, line, and sinker 
By hook or crook 

In the nick of time 

In the same boat 
Leaps and bounds 
Leave no stone unturned 
Lock, stock, and barrel 
Long arm of the law 
March of history 
Never a dull moment 
Nipped in the bud 
Patience of Job 
Paying the piper 
Sands of time 

Selling like hot cakes 
Stick out like a sore thumb 
Whirlwind tour 

Winds of change 
Writing on the wall 


5 rules for writers: 

1. Eliminate "very" from your vocabulary. 

2. You can delete the word "that" 90% of the time. 

3. Never use complex words when you can use a simple one. 
4. Avoid passive voice, use active. 


5. Don't use a few words where one will do. 


Eliminate these phrases from your writing: 


e Moreover 

* In order to 

e To that end 

e In conclusion 
e That is to say 


People want to read writing from people, not robots. 


Writing tip: 

Use visual cues when describing colours. 
The door wasn’t gray. It was gun-metal. 
The smoke wasn’t black. It was charcoal. 


The sky wasn't red. It was blood orange. 


Don't just make people read, make them feel. 


If you’re overthinking, create. Write and speak. 
If you’re underthinking, consume. Read and listen. 


Create to empty the mind, consume to fill it. 


Want your writing to flow? 
Start sentences with: 


1) "But" 
2) "And" 


Academically correct? 
Nah. 


Sound human? 
Yup. 


Create an avatar of your reader: 


e What's their job? 

« How old are they? 

e Where do they live? 

e What are their goals? 

e What are their hobbies? 

e Are they a man or woman? 

e What keeps them up at night? 


This will make your writing engaging. 

Abolish your adverbs. 

She didn’t “Yell loudly.” She “Screamed.” 

The man wasn't “Really big.” The man was “Gigantic.” 


The boy didn’t “Run quickly ahead.” The boy “Raced ahead.” 


Use the right words and you won't waste them. 


Write below a 5th grade level. 


Don’t say: “Utilize” Say: “Use" 
Don't say: "Affirmative" Say: “Yes” 
Don’t say: “Idiosyncratic” Say: “Distinct” 


The smarter you try to sound, the dumber you look. 
Hook your reader with these 5 tips: 


1. Create curiosity 

2. Hint at a benefit 

3. Use simple words 

4. Use words “you” and “your” 

5. Keep the opening sentence short 
That’s why you clicked on this thread ;) 


Use short sentences. 


Readers can easily follow them. 

But don't overdo it. 

Notice my writing sounding robotic? 

Majority of sentences should be short, but get comfortable using longer sentences to make your writing 
flow. 


Quantify your timeframes. 


Don't say "Fast." Say "In less than 24 hours." 
Don't say "Quickly." Say "In 30 minutes or less.” 


Specificity sells. 


Use contractions. 


“Proper” writing is stiff. 

Contractions give your writing a personal feel. 

It is — It’s 

Do not — Don’t 

You are — You're 

Read your writing out loud and replace clunky-sounding words. 


Create a folder on your computer. 


Every time: 

e An email makes you buy 

e A headline makes you read 
e A tweet makes you retweet 


Place it in the folder. 
This will give you killer material to emulate in your writing. 


You destroy your flow when you edit while you write. 


When you write, you engage the creative part of your brain. 
When you edit, you engage the analytical part of your brain. 
Doing both is like stepping on the gas and hitting reverse. 
Write first, edit after. 


Avoid empty words like "Really." 


Don't say: "Really hot.” Say: “Scorching.” 
Don't say: "Really mad." Say: "Furious." 
Don't say: "Really good." Say: “Fantastic.” 


You'll say more with less words. 
Read to get improve your writing. 


3 of the best books I’ve read on writing (I learned more about writing from 3 books than 2 years in college.) 
1. Writing Tools - Roy Peter Clark 

2. On Writing Well - William Zinsser 

3. 100 Ways to Improve Your Writing - Gary Provost 

Only cost me $59 too. 


Use the principles in these books and you'll be ahead of 99% of writers. 
Show, don’t tell 


Don’t say “She was mad.” 

Say “Her fists clenched tight as she stared the man down.” 
Longer? Yup. 

But the words make it easy to visualize and 10x more engaging. 


If you can’t write 1000 words, write 500. 

If you can’t write 500 words, write 100. 

If you can’t write 100 words... well...stop being a bitch and write 100. 
Get in the habit of starting. 

You'll build momentum and it'll get easier over time. 


Avoid passive voice. 


It's sounds weak and is hard to understand. 

“The apple was eaten by the girl.” 

Turns into: 

“The girl ate the apple.” 

Now the sentence is less cluttered and more clear. 


Write to one person. 


Your readers want to be talked to, not talked at. 
Load up your writing with pronouns “You” and “Your”. 
It'll give your writing a personal feeling. 

Like how I’ve been talking to you this whole thread 


Want to write stories easier? 
Follow this framework: 


1. Introduce a problem 

2. Write about failures 

3. How it impacted you 

4. How you tried to solve it 

5. What you learned 

6. How you overcame it 

7. Your transformation 

Creating frameworks makes writing 10x easier. 


Invest in a quality pen and journal. 
The problems that feel big in your head look small on paper. 


Undefeated deep work strategy: 
1. Go to a cafe 

2. Put in noise canceling ear buds 
3. Listen to Hans Zimmer 


That's how you get 8 hours of work done in 4. 


Use psychology in your writing. 
Write about: 

1) 

2) Family 

3) Superiority 

4) Social approval 
5) Increasing comfort 

6) Improving life quality 

7) Decreasing fear and pain 

These desires are built into humans. 


Use the power of Mother Nature. 


Avoid using many words when you can use one: 
A lot of — Many 

Hard to do — Difficult 

All of a sudden — Suddenly 

Is a reflection of — Reflects 

On an annual basis — Yearly 


This will make your writing simple to understand. 


Eliminate adverbs. 

Don't write “Yell loudly.” Write “Screamed.” 

Don't write “Really big.” The write “Gigantic.” 

Don't write “Run quickly ahead.” The write “Raced ahead.” 


Use the right words and you won't waste them. 


Fiction books aren't real but the ideas they generate are. 


Don't limit yourself to nonfiction. 


Never use the word "things" as a descriptive word in your headline. 
Instead, say: 
e Tips 

« Ways 

e Ideas 

e Facts 

e Tricks 

e Hacks 

e Secrets 

e Lessons 

« Reasons 

e Principles 


Specificity sells. 


Your landing page copy should answer 5 questions within 10 seconds: 
1. Who is this for? 

2. What is your offer? 

3. Why should they care? 

4. When will they get results? 

5. How do you minimize the risk? 

Attention spans are limited. 


Cut the fluff and get to the point. 


If readers aren’t engaged by your first line, they won’t read your last line. 

A few hours after editing, review your writing again to catch mistakes you missed. 

Spend 80% of your time writing, 20% crafting the headline. 

The more you're interested in what you’re writing about, the more interested your readers will be. 
Rhymes and alliteration are more memorable than plain words. 

Read fiction to become skilled at storytelling. 

Use psychology in your writing to get ahead of 94% of writers. 

Read to learn about a topic, write to understand it. 

Keep your paragraphs short and concise to increase readability. 

Short sentences are more powerful than long sentences. 


Be direct in your writing, not clever. 


When you can’t think of what to write, read to generate ideas. 
Use bullet points in your writing to make it easier to digest for readers 


Cut the words “very”, “really”, and “extremely” from your writing. 


If you can’t write in a way that a 12-year-old can understand, you don’t understand what you’re writing 
about. 


Handwrite writing from skilled authors to get a feel for why they chose certain words and sentences. 
Write fast and stupid, edit slow and ruthlessly. 

Delete these adverbs from your writing: 

e Just 

e Exactly 

e Entirely 

e Certainly 

e Extremely 


95% of the time you can find a better word or cut it from your writing. 


Stories are 10x more powerful than stats. 

When a story resonates, oxytocin is released in the brain. 
Oxytocin is linked to: 

e Empathy 

e Cooperation 

e Compassion 


Create feelings in your reader and they'll connect with your writing. 


7 lies school taught you about writing: 
Lie #1 school taught you: 


Formal writing is best. 
Lemme tell ya somethin’... 


Writing is about communication, not sounding "proper". 

Don't be afraid to use slang to make your writing sound conversational. 
It'll flow a helluva a lot better ;) 

Lie #2 school taught you: 


Never use contractions. 
Academic writing sounds robotic. 


Don't say: "it is." Say: "it's." 

Don't say: "cannot." Say: "can't." 

Don't say: "what is." Say: "what's." 

Contractions use fewer words, sound conversational, and are easier to read. 


Lie #3 school taught you: 


Try to sound smart. Fancy words may impress teachers, but not readers. 
Use the Hemingway app to determine the grade level of your writing. 


If it's above 5th grade, simplify it. 
Be clear, not clever. 


Lie #4 school taught you: 

Prioritize quantity of words over quality. 
Your success as a writer is determined by how much your reader understands. 
Not how many words you use. 

If a piece of writing doesn't: 

e Persuade 

e Teach 

e Help 

Delete it. 

Lie #5 school taught you: 

Always follow the rules. 

There's more than one way to write. 

Let me repeat... 

There's. More. Than. One. Way. To. Write. 


Notice the emphasis "improper" punctuation has? 
Break the rules if it'll help you communicate a point. 


Lie #6 school taught you: 

Never use the word "you." 

Use words "you" and "I" in your writing. 
I'm not talking to 50,000 people right now. 
I'm talking to you. 

Yes, you. 


It's part of the reason you've read this far. 
Conversational writing is engaging, lectures aren't. 


Lie #7 school taught you: 


Rely on stats and studies. 


If you want to think well, write. 
If you want to write well, edit. 
If you want to edit well, read. 


Want to write online? 
Follow these lessons: 
1. Writer's block is a myth 


2. Log off Twitter 
3. Make friends 


4. Education + entertain 

5. Get into deep work 

6. Learn marketing + sales 
7. Give value 

8. Consciously consume 
9. Ignore hate 

10. Create a swipe file 

11. Just write 


Create a swipe file. 


This is a place where you store inspiring content. 
Tweet resonate with you? Add it to a file. 


Headline grab your attention? Add it to a file. 
Article make you read til the end? Add it to a file. 


When you can't think of ideas, refer to your swipe file. 


Make valuable content. 
People won't value you until you give value. 
Pick an in-demand skill, consume quality content, apply it, teach what you learn. 


You can delete the word “that” from your writing 95% of the time and keep the same message. 


